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FIG. 2-1. Prepathogenesis and pathogenesis periods of natural history.
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Table 2 Age distribution of victims at the time of case evaluation (N=144)

1yr 2yr 3yr 4yr Syr 6yr 7yr 8yr 9yr
2.6% 42% 122% 12.7% 6.3% 8.5% 7.4% 4.8% 6.9%

10yr 11yr 12yr 13yr 14yr 15yr 16yr 178yr 18yr
7.9% 3.2% 2.6% 3.2% 74% 32% 21% 1.6% 1.6%

Table 3 Role relationship between perpetrator and victim (N=187)

1 2 3 4 5 6
Biofather
married Bio- Bio- Step- Adopt. Grand-
to mother father mother father father father
281% 7.6% 5.9% 17.3% 0.5% 3.2%
7 8 9 10 11 12
Mom's Dad'’s Close
body- girl- family
Uncle friend friend friend Brother Stepbrother
4.3% 9.2% 1.5% 4.3% 1.6% 4.3%
13 14 15 16 17 18
Person Person
Baby- Known to Known to
Cousin sitter Teacher Neighbor child family
1.1% 2.2% 1.1% 3.8% 2.2% 2.7%

In our sample, most of the perpetrators are paternal caretakers, biological fathers
representing 35.7 percent, when those married to the mother are combined with those who
are not. Next in frequency are step-fathers, and these are followed by mother's boyfriends.
Thus paternal caretakers constitute almost two-thirds of the perpetrators.

B Contributing
Prerequisites Factors Outcome

FIGURE 3. Model of the dynamics of sexual abuse.

Sexual Attraction
to Children

Will to Act on /

Sexual Feelings

Sexual Abuse

This chapter will consider the prerequisites for sexual abuse, and will
elaborate upon the above contributing factors. Emphasis will be placed upon
critically examining the role of contributing factors based upon our own case
experience. We feel it is important to do so because previous authors have often
seen them as the primary causes of sexual abuse.
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FIGURE 4. Sandra, age 5, repeatedly drew pictures of herself with her
legs apart (see example 4).
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